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In-Line 
By: Kenneth Hulett 

 
We stand in-line 
to stay in-line. 
Corralled like cattle, 
before we head back to  
our stables. 
 
We stand in-line  
to stay in-line. 
Meal-time and mail-time, 
but for us 
it’s never our-time. 
 
We stand in-line 
to stay in-line. 
though we are innocent, 
we still do the time 
for someone else’s crime. 
 
So……. 
We stand in-line 
to stay in-line. 
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Poem Explanation 

 

 

“In-Line” 

By: Kenneth Hulett 

 During World War II Japanese-Americans were forced into “internment camps” to 

segregate them from the rest of the United States population. They were considered 

spies and enemies of America, although many of them were born in this country. I’ve 

written a poem called “In Line” with literary techniques such as repetition, simile, 

imagery and enjambment. These elements should help to explain how people were 

dehumanized, neglected of their rights and freedom, this also shows how they were 

punished for choices that were not made by themselves. The image matrix between my 

writing and the picture included with the poem should help expand upon ideas formed 

by the readers. 

 To learn or better understand we often repeat what it is we want to remember. 

One of the main literary techniques I used in this poem was repetition. The use of “We 

stand in-line to stay in-line” shows simply the repetitiveness of the internee’s days in the 

camps.  Day in and Day out with the same routines such as standing in-line for meals 

with thousands of people all waiting for food was surely monotonous. This became a 

standard way of life as this took place in most common areas including restrooms, 

laundry areas and the post office. The lines “We stand in-line to stay in-line doesn’t just 

have a simple meaning though. It’s not just about the people of the camps standing in 

line all day, but the fact that this was a form of obedience. To remain orderly and abide 

by the rules set forth for them by the Wartime Civil Control Administration was the only 

way they could continue to live with some small sense of peace. This was established 



from the time they were forced to register with the administration until they could leave 

the internment camps depriving them of basic rights. 

  People without basic human rights are essentially being dehumanized. I included 

simile to help the reader understand how in these circumstances the Japanese-

Americans were treated like animals. (lines 3-5) “Corralled like cattle// before we head 

back to// our stables.” Although human and American citizens they were herded 

together and forced to live like animals in horse stalls on a racetrack. If you include the 

tags with their family numbers one could only imagine that they were viewed as stock 

on a farm. This could also be viewed as a form of imagery which helps the read to 

visualize the conditions that were endured in these camps. 

 I’ve also included infrequent enjambment throughout my poem. This element 

helps to give a good pace to the piece with semi-frequent pauses. I included this to give 

the reader a since of smooth free-flow until the next punctuation mark. This connects 

with the theme of standing in-line to stay in-line in somewhat of an informal way. The 

reader should gain the sense of experiencing a smooth-running line (like a not so busy 

theme park) or traffic until you catch up in line and run into the crowd of people or you 

reach a traffic light bringing you to a sudden stop. This can be aggravating, but can help 

to bring upon the emotions of internee’s who stood in-line to stay in-line. 
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